
Letter to a Friend 
 

Overview 
In this lesson students will explore how personal experience can vary based on the 
community in which you live. Students will imagine they live in Portland’s old Japan Town. 
They will examine the photographs in the suitcase to develop an interpretation of life there 
during the early 20th century. Using what they learned, students will write a letter to a friend 
describing their life in Japan Town. 
 
Goal 
The goals of the lesson are to promote critical thinking and literacy standards. The lesson 
aligns with the Writing, Language, and Speaking & Listening Common Core Standards for 
elementary students.  
 
Objective(s)  
Students will be able to examine the photographs contained in the suitcase, write a letter to a 
friend from the perspective of a child living in Japan Town, and share their work with a peer, 
small group or the class. 
 
Resources  
Paper, pencils, and the photographs contained in the suitcase. 
 
 
Modifications/Accommodations  
The lesson activities are diverse and accommodate a variety of learning styles. The 
framework is simple, allowing the instructor to modify the lesson to better suit a particular 
group of students.   
 
Procedure  
Begin the lesson by asking students to imagine living in another time and place. Give a brief 
description of Japan Town. Ask them what might be different about their current lives and 
living in Japan Town, write their answers on the board. Next, ask the students to examine the 
photographs in the suitcase. These should be arranged ahead of time, either hanging on the 
walls or laying on tables for easy viewing. As the students view the works, remind them to 
look for differences between their current lives and their lives in Japan Town, referring them 
to what is written on the board. Once students are finished, ask them to write a letter to a 
friend describing what it’s like living in Japan Town. Once finished, they will share their 
work. The size of the audience is at the teacher’s discretion.  
 
Assessment (Pre-, Formative, Summative)  
Pre: The brief Q-and-A about the differences between living in the present versus the past 
Formative: Teacher observation 
Post: The letters 


